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Welcome to Cornerstone Church – Statement of Faith  
 

Cornerstone is affiliated with the EFCA. The Evangelical Free Church of America is an 

association of autonomous churches united around several basic theological convictions.  

While we affirm that statement of faith (found here). Below is our statement of faith: 

 

God 

We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally 

existing in a loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. Having limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously 

purposed from eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His 

own glory. 

 

The Bible 

We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through 

the words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without 

error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the 

ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be 

judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, 

and trusted in all that it promises. 

 

The Human Condition 

We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted 

by Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, 

alienated from God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus 

Christ can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed. 

 

Jesus Christ 

We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two 

natures. Jesus—Israel's promised Messiah—was conceived through the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose 

bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father as 

our High Priest and Advocate. 

 

The Work of Christ 

We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the 

cross as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious 

resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation. 

 

The Holy Spirit 

We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He 

convicts the world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into 

union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, 

illuminates, guides, equips and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service. 
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The Church 

We believe that the true church comprises all who have been justified by God's grace 

through faith alone in Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of 

Christ, of which He is the Head. The true church is manifest in local churches, whose 

membership should be composed only of believers. The Lord Jesus mandated two 

ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which visibly and tangibly express the 

gospel. Though they are not the means of salvation, when celebrated by the church in 

genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and nourish the believer. 

 

Christian Living 

We believe that God's justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power 

and purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to 

live out our faith with care for one another, compassion toward the poor and justice for 

the oppressed. With God’s Word, the Spirit’s power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, 

we are to combat the spiritual forces of evil. In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are 

to make disciples among all people, always bearing witness to the gospel in word and 

deed. 

 

Christ’s Return 

We believe in the personal, bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of Christ, 

at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, 

motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission. 

 

Response and Eternal Destiny 

We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to 

Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the 

dead bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal 

conscious punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the 

new heaven and the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen. 

 

 

Mission Statement 

 
Glorifying God by guiding people into a dynamic relationship with Jesus 

Christ and equipping them to serve. 

 

 

Vision 

 
GO - go to the unchurched and develop relationships 

INVITE - invite others to a contemporary evangelical service 

GROW - promote spiritual growth, primarily through small groups 

 



 5 

Purpose of Our Ministry 
 

It is a privilege to operate as a blessing to the families in our community.   

 

We strive to accomplish a safe, enriching Christian environment that provides 

 A growing relationship with Jesus Christ by modeling, teaching, and singing 

praises 

 A loving environment of communication between the Christian educators, 

children, and their families 

 A commitment to support, equip, and empower families to raise competent, 

confident, and caring children 

 Inclusive, anti-bias curriculum that demonstrates the diversity of children and 

families 

 Small class sizes to provide opportunities for each child  

 

 

Goals of the Ministry 

 
Spiritual: chapel, prayer, music 

 To provide an atmosphere and program in which children are learning to live a 

Christ like way of life. 

 To help the children develop a love for others. 

 To help the children develop a love and awareness of God. 

 

 

Mandated Reporting 

 
Cornerstone Volunteers are mandated reporters of child abuse and/or neglect.  If any staff 

“knows or have reason to believe” that a child is being or has been neglected or abused 

within the preceding three years they must immediately make a report to an outside 

agency. 

All reports concerning suspected abuse or neglect occurring within Cornerstone Church 

should be made to the Department of Human Services, Licensing Division’s 

Maltreatment Intake Line at 651-297-4123. 

Reports regarding incidents of suspected abuse or neglect of children within a family or 

in the community should be made to the Anoka County’s Child Protection at 763-422-

7125 or Anoka County’s Sheriff’s Office 763-323-5000. 
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Ministry Policies 
 

Nondiscrimination Policy  

Cornerstone has a policy to maintain an environment free of all forms of 

discriminatory behavior, including all forms of harassment directed toward 

individuals with disabilities, or race, ethnic origin, gender or age of an individual.  

Therefore the use of disparaging terms, derogatory remarks, the display of insensitive 

treatment, directly or indirectly related to individuals with disabilities or the race, 

ethnic origin, gender, or age of an individual will not be tolerated.  

 

Grievance Procedure 

Cornerstone is eager to meet the needs of the families.  If there is a concern, parents 

are first to talk to their child’s teacher.  Teachers will respond to a parent’s concerns 

as soon as it is brought up.  If, after talking with the teacher, the parent needs 

additional information or their concerns are not resolved satisfactorily, they are to 

speak with the Children’s Director of Cornerstone Church or the Pastor of 

Cornerstone Church.   

 

Volunteer Attendance 

Please notify the Katie Jo Whitney at 763-245-2116 (cell) or 763-786-5048 (home) 

Email is the quickest way to get in contact with me: Katie.jo@ccblaine.org  
 

Drop-Off/Pick-Up 

Parents/guardians must accompany their child to and from the classroom. We cannot 

be responsible for children who have not been signed at Kids Connection/Preschool 

Connect/Nursery. All children must be signed in before entering the classroom.   

 

Anyone other than the parents picking up the child needs to present his/her Driver’s 

License to the Teacher of the class if the sticker with the corresponding numbers are 

not present. 

 

Students will not be released to anyone who is unauthorized, incapacitated or 

suspected of abuse. In these situations, or if the student is not picked up by a 

parent/guardian, the staff will notify 1) the parent/guardian, 2) emergency contacts 

and 3) other individuals authorized to pick up the child. In the event that the staff is 

unable to contact any of these people and the child has not been picked up within 45 

minutes of the end of the scheduled class time, the child will be considered 

abandoned. The Anoka County Sheriff (911) and Child Protection Agency (763-422-

7125) will be contacted. 

 

Background Study- Protect My Ministry: 

All staff must complete the Cornerstone Safety Form, information to be supplied by 

the Children’s Director. 

 

 

 

mailto:Katie.jo@ccblaine.org
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Inappropriate Volunteer Behavior 

 Do not talk about children in front of other children. 

 Never threaten, bribe, or be dishonest with the children. 

 Never call children names or make fun of a child. 

 Never rough house with the children. 

 Do not give children a choice if they do not have one. 

 Never make a child feel guilty or inferior. 

 Do not label children by their behavior; be specific as to what their actions were. 

 Never ask a child what they’ve made, ask them to tell you about it. 

 Do not sit on tables and counters. 

 Avoid sexism “I need some strong boys to move the chair,” What a pretty little 

girl,” and notify supervisor of sexist statements in books and songs. 

 Refrain from having children sit on your lap, playing with your hair, clothing or 

jewelry or picking up and carrying a child unnecessarily and any other behaviors 

that encourage children to focus inappropriate amount of attention to you, the 

teacher.   

 Do not talk about your personal day or interests during class.  

 Time.  Our focus is on the students in the classroom at all times. 

 

Personal Behavior 

 No Unmonitored Contact-   For the protection of each volunteer, work in teams.  

No Volunteer is allowed to be alone with the children.   Another volunteer 

member should be in sight/sound of another at all times.  When this is not 

possible, always make sure your doors are open.   When bringing a child to the 

bathroom, the bathroom door should always be open. 

 The 1-10 Ratio Check – If the teacher is in compliance with the 1 to 10 ratio of 

volunteer to child. 

 

Dress Code 

 Volunteers are asked to wear their Kids Connection Shirt on Sundays so that 

parents recognize who the volunteers are. 

 Jeans or slacks with no holes or tears. Low rise pants are not recommended. 

Modesty is encouraged at all times.  

 Tennis shoes are recommended to be able to stay active with the children. 
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Discipline Procedures/Behavior Guidance 

 
The goal of discipline and guidance techniques at Cornerstone are to help children 

develop safe and appropriate ways of interacting with others and with the environment.  

Young children are working towards independence and self-control.  They learn by 

experimenting, testing limits and experiencing the consequences of their behavior.  In the 

process of setting and enforcing limits, teachers assist young children in developing self-

control and respect for their rights and property of others. 

 

Guidance begins with respect for each child and adult and the establishment of a warm 

relationship between individuals.  It is based on the consideration of each child’s 

developmental level, interests, needs, abilities and physical status.  Guidance provides 

limits, which are few in number but clearly explained and consistently followed.  It relies 

on a conducive environment, which includes: 

 Comfortable, attractive and interesting furnishings 

 A variety of age appropriate materials 

 A well-paced curriculum 

 Adequate adult availability to children 

 

In every area, teaching staff need to focus on safety and supervision issues for both 

children and staff.  Children need to learn the rules for individual rights and self 

expression within a group setting.  Rules and limits at the center are likely to differ from 

those in a child’s home because of this need to protect the rights and safety of other 

children. 

 

Volunteers will record unacceptable behavior and observe the environment of the 

classroom.  The behavior will be addressed to the parents by providing examples of the 

unacceptable behavior.  The parents and the staff members will write up a behavior 

modification plan together.  As the plan is followed through, the parents will be informed 

about the student’s behavior through the plan.   

 

Preferred discipline and guidance techniques include:  setting clear and enforceable 

limits, modeling acceptable behavior, structuring the environments and schedules to 

maximize good behavior, planning enough activities, giving choices, recognizing 

children’s efforts, anticipation and elimination of potential problems, using acceptable 

alternatives to problems, using acceptable alternatives to problem behavior, redirection, 

good timing of teacher intervention and use of natural and logical consequences. 

 

Under no circumstances will any member of our staff ever: 

 Abuse or neglect children. 

 Utilize cruel, harsh, unusual, or extreme techniques. 

 Utilize ANY form of corporal punishment. 

 Delegate children to manage or discipline other children. 
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 Use physical restraints on children or restrain children by any means other than 

holding them for a short period of time, such as in a protective hug, so that 

children may regain control. 

 Place children in a locked room or confine children in any enclosed area. 

 Confine children to equipment such as cribs or high chairs. 

 Humiliate, threaten, or frighten children. 

 Subject children to profane language or verbal abuse. 

 Make derogatory or sarcastic remarks about children and their families. 

 Punish children for failure to eat or sleep or for toileting accidents. 

 Withhold any food (including snacks or treats), rest, or toilet use. 

 Punish an entire group of children due to the unacceptable behavior of one or a 

few. 

 Isolate and restrict children from all activities for an extended period of time. 

This policy extends to ALL ADULTS 

 

Separation 
Children may be separated from the group temporarily if other less intrusive methods 

of guiding the child’s behavior has been ineffective and the child’s behavior threatens 

the well being of other children or staff.  Occasionally children may also be 

temporarily separated from the group if thy need time to regain their self-control and 

composure.  If separated, the child will remain in an unenclosed area where he or she 

can be seen and heard by a staff person.  The length and time of separation is 

determined by the child’s behavior and when he/she is ready to return to the group. 

All separations will be kept on file and shared with parents.   

 

Behavior Reports 
Behavior reports will be completed by staff and provided to parents when children are 

picked up at the end of the class. Reports will be completed when the following 

behaviors are observed: 

 Being unsafe in the classroom (i.e. hiding from teachers, running away from the 

group) 

 Being unsafe with their body (i.e. hitting, biting or hurting) 

 Being an unkind friend (i.e. using unkind words or making unkind choices) 

 

Accident Reports 

Accident reports will be completed by staff and provided to parents when children are 

picked up at the end of the class. Any injury to a child will be reported to parents with 

this report. A copy of the report is kept for Staff which will be reviewed together each 

semester to assess how children can be kept safe to avoid accidents. 
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Emergency and Healthcare Policies 

 
Emergency Telephone Numbers 

EMERGENCY…………………………………………………….. 911 

Fire (Ham Lake) …………………………………………………... 763-434-9555 

Police (Ham Lake)…………………………………………………. 763-434-9555 

Poison Control……………………………………………………... 1-800-222-1222 

Mercy Hospital…………………………………………………….. 763-236-6000 
  

Emergency Procedure 

When a child becomes sick or an accident occurs, determine the severity of the 

situation and contact the parent/authorized person or arrange for transportation to the 

hospital.  Call for an ambulance.   

 

First Aid Equipment 

Supplies are checked on a regular weekly basis.  The first aid kit is located in a 

backpack behind the classroom door on a hook and the classroom first aid kit is 

located in the classroom toy closet.  First Aid is administered by any staff trained in 

First Aid/CPR. (Supervising Teacher preferred) 

 

Contents of First Aid Kit 

 Gauze bandages  

 Scissors  

 Band-Aids  

 Thermometer  

 Rubber gloves  

 Instant Ice Packs   

 Whistles  

 

Plan for Evacuation 

 Take Sign in Sheets. 

 Exit the nearest doors to the classrooms.   

 Meet in the Blaine High School Parking lot. 

 

Plan for Managing Infectious Diseases 

Children are greeted by the teacher upon entering, observing any possible health 

problems. If a child exhibits any symptoms listed in the exclusion list located below, 

then the parent’s will be asked to keep the child out of the classroom.  

 If a child becomes ill at the church, the parents or authorized person is contacted 

to pick up the child.  A quiet area within the classroom is set up for the child. 

 The Children’s director will email parents when a contagious disease has been 

discovered. 
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Exclusion List 

Chicken pox Until after day 6 after the start of the rash, 

or sooner if all blisters have dried into 

scabs. 

Eye drainage Until 24 hours after treatment begins if 

thick mucus or pus drainage is present 

(conjunctivitis or pink eye). 

Diarrhea Until diarrhea stops or a medical exam 

indicates that it is due to a communicable 

disease. Diarrhea is defined as an increased 

number of stools compared with a person’s 

normal pattern, along with decreased stool 

form or watery, bloody, or mucous 

containing stools. 

Mouth sores with drooling Until a medical exam indicates the child 

may return. 

Fever Axillary (armpit) temperature: 100 F or 

Oral temperature: 101 F or higher, before 

fever reducing medication is given, when 

accompanied by behavior changes or other 

signs of symptoms of illness.  

Impetigo Until child has been treated with antibiotics 

for at least a full 24 hours. 

Lice (head) The student must not return until after the 

first full treatment and no live lice are seen 

for 48 hours.   

Rash Until a medical exam indicates these 

symptoms are not that of a communicable 

disease (i.e., chicken pox, fifth disease, 

measles, roseola, rubella, shingles, and 

strep throat). 

Respiratory infections 

(Viral) 

Until child is without fever for 24 hours 

and as well enough to participate in normal 

activities. No exclusion for other mild 

respiratory infections without fever as long 

as the child can participate comfortably. 

Ringworm (skin & scalp) Until 24 hours after treatment has been 

started. 

Scabies Until 24 hours after treatment has been 

started. 

Signs/symptoms of possible severe illness Unusually tired, uncontrolled coughing, 

irritability, persistent crying, difficulty 

breathing, or wheezing should be evaluated 

by the child’s health care provider to rule 

out severe illness. 
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Exclusion List 

Streptococcal sore throat Until at least a full 24 hours after treatment 

begins and child is without fever for 24 

hours. 

Vomiting Until vomiting stops. Vomiting is defined 

as two or more episodes in the previous 24 

hours. 

 

Universal Health Care Precautions 

1.  Wash your hands… 

 When arriving at the classroom 

 Before Handling food 

 After toileting (self/child) 

 Before and after water play 

 After handing bodily fluids 

 Before leaving class 

2.  Playtex gloves must be worn when… 

 Helping a child change clothes 

 Contact with blood, vomit, nose discharge, etc. 

 Cleaning surfaces that may have been contaminated 

 Wash your hands after you remove gloves 

3. Use disinfectant to… 

 Sanitize all table surfaces before snack 

 Sanitize toys/objects used by children 

 

In Case of Fire, Natural Disaster, or Bomb Threat 

Evacuation 

 Save lives – evacuate any person in immediate danger. 

 Evacuated the children and adults out the Blaine High School Doors. Meet as 

a group in the parking lot. 

 Report fire – dial 911.  Say “There is a fire at Blaine High School.” 

 Contain fire by closing doors if possible to do so. 

After Evacuation 

 When safe within the pre-designated area, all children and adults must be 

accounted for. 

 Person in charge reassures children of safety. 

 First Aid is administered if needed. 

 Building is not re-entered until permission given by officials. 

Evaluations 

 Follow the emergency with an evaluation by all staff in order to spot areas of 

weakness or oversight to be remedied for any future emergency. 
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In Case of Power Outage 

 Remain calm. 

 If weather is nice, evacuate building if rooms are too dark to use. 

 If weather is hot and electricity blackout has caused the air conditioner to cease 

operating, plan for being outdoors in a cool, shady spot, if possible. 

 Utilize available emergency supplies to keep children comfortable. 

 Parents should arrange to pick up the child as soon as possible.   

 

Illness and First Aid during the class 

If a child becomes ill while at Cornerstone, the parent/guardian will be notified at the 

number provided on the Emergency Contact Form.  Your child will by made 

comfortable under the supervision of a Teacher.  Parents or authorized persons will be 

contacted and advised to pick up the child.   

 

Families are expected to protect the health of their own and other children by keeping 

a child home if there any symptoms of a communicable illness.  Families are required 

to notify the center within 24 hours if a child has contracted a communicable illness.   

 

Cornerstone Church is able to provide First Aid to minor ailments such as scratches, 

bumps, bruises, and emotional sympathy.  Other than these areas 911 and the 

parent/guardian or emergency contact will be called.  Poison Control (1-800-222-

1222) will be called if anything dangerous in ingested.   

 

Bathroom Accidents 

Accidents are a normal occurrence in a preschool environment. (Children who wear 

pull ups are not potty trained.)  These are the precautions and care that Cornerstone 

Church takes for the children. 

 Potty Accident – The staff helps your child change from their wet clothing into 

new clothing.  The staff highly encourages the child to dress and change 

themselves.  

 BM Accident – The staff is unable to change a BM accident since Cornerstone 

Church preschool is not equipped with a diapering facility.  The child will be 

asked to do a table activity while his/her caregiver comes to change the child.  

Children must be potty trained to attend the preschool connect class. 

 Vomit – The staff will help your child change and stay with your child outside of 

the classroom until a parent is able to pick up.  The parent must pick up within 30 

minutes of the phone call.   

 
Transitioning from one room to another within the building. 

 One teacher in the front the line of children and another teacher at the back 

depending on the ratio of 1 teacher to 10 students. 

 Once the location is reached, the children are counted.   

 The children are counted at each destination reached at all times. 
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Classroom Procedures 
 

Sign in Procedure- 

Each child must be signed in before entering the classroom. 

 Find your name on the sign in sheet and initial that your child is here, fill in who 

is picking up your child and a phone number to reach you. 

 Fill out a name tag with your child’s name and grade- this is all you need to fill 

out on the name tag. 

 Keep the tag part with the number on it to pick up your child after Church is 

finished. 

 If there is a visitor, have them fill out the Kids Connection form. 

 

 

Bathroom Procedure- 

There must be two adults at all time near the bathroom when a child is using it. 

 Help the child to the bathroom. 

 Help the child use the toilet.  Please encourage the child to wipe and pull up their 

pants themselves.   

 Help child use the stool and get the paper towels for them. 

 

 

Diapering Procedure- 

 Parents need to change their own child’s diaper.  This is for safety reasons. 

 

 

Snack Procedures- Snacks only provided for Preschool Connect  

Wash tables with soap and water. 

 Wash tables with Clorox wipes. Allow to air dry. 

 Put gloves on. 

 Prepare crackers by placing a ½ cup onto a napkin.  Poor water into pitchers ½ 

full.  Children eat family style. 

 Set table with proper amount of cups and napkins. 

 Say Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedules 
 

Nursery Schedule 
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 9:45am:  Set up the room- Sign in Table (sheet to sign in kids, nursery sign in 

forms, sign in stickers with numbers for pick up and table cloth), Toys:  kitchen, 

boxes of toys, mat on the ground, back table with table cloth and diapering items 

like wipes and diapering mat.  Two chairs and board books. 

 10:00am:  Nursery kids are signed in and play. 

 10:15am:  Change diapers if needed.  Play with the kids by getting down on their 

level and playing toys with them. 

 11:15am:  Children are picked up. 

 

Preschool Connect Schedule  

 9:45am:  Set up the room– add toys to the tables, coloring and crayons, etc. 

(room set up:  2 tables– 20 chairs, cd player, carpet, 2 big chairs for adults, books 

on carpet, and soft toys, boxes of age appropriate toys for 3-5 year olds) 

 10:00am: Preschoolers are signed in and play. 

 10:10am: Pick up toys 

 10:15am: Join the Kids Connection group for music 

 10:30am: Bible Story, Craft, Fingerplay songs 

 11:00am: Bathroom Break 

 11:05am: Snacks 

 11:15am: Pick up time 

 11:30am: Clean up the Preschool area and bring to the trailer. 

  
 Kids Connection Schedule  

 9:45am:  Set up the room– add toys to the tables, coloring and crayons, etc.  

(room set up:  place table cloths on the round tables-add toys to the table, plug the 

TV in, plug the cd player in, have the boxes labeled Kindergarten through 1st 

grade, 2nd through 3rd grade, and 4th through 5th grade, and big blue bin of art 

supplies) 

 10:00am: Kindergarten through 5th graders are signed in and go to IMC to play 

toys. 

 10:10am: Pick up toys 

 10:15am: Music Time 

 10:30am: Large Group Time 

 10:45am: Small Group Time 

 11:05am: Prayer and Songs 

 11:15am: Pick up time  

 11:30am: Clean up the Kids Connection area- bring items to the Trailer. 

 

  
 

  

 

 



 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


